The Tales of Big Nev

* We see Neville Southall sitting at a desk in York’s stadium. He has no idea of what is about to happen to him, and is relaxing in his ‘lazy boy’ recliner chair munching on a doughnut *

“mmmmmmm! These doughnuts are the nicest I’ve ever tasted. Where did you get them from love?”

“Why, the local bakery of course. I get them from there every week, and yet every week you ask me where I get them from”

“Well that’s because I’ve got a short memory span you see. Where did you say you got them from? Hahahahaha, I’m only joking dear. Pass me the biscuits, there’s a good girl”

* Suddenly and unexpectedly the phone rings. Big Nev picks it up and answers in his usual cheeky manner *

“Hello Hello Hello, what’s going on here then? Hahahahaha, I’m only joking. Go ahead…”

* Silvio Berlusconi is on the end of the line, enquiring to see if there are any players interested in taking part in a T.V. documentary about fat goalkeepers joining top clubs, and what the consequences would be *

“Mi chiamo Silvio Berlusconi. Chi e Lei?” (My name is Silvio Berlusconi. Who are you?)

“Non So parlare italiano Silvio” (I cannot speak Italian Silvio)

“Ah, that is O.K.. What is your name sir?”

“My name is Neville Southall, but you can call me big Nev if you like”

“Does the ‘Big’ in your name imply that you are a fat goalkeeper?” Berlusconi asked.

“Why indeed it does Silvio. Why do you want to know?”

“Well we are about to undertake filming a documentary on AC Milan which requires a fat goalkeeper. Would you like to come and take part in this documentary?”

“O.K. when shall I join you?” Nev asked.

“As soon as possible, in fact there’s a taxi waiting outside to take you to the airport. I’ll see you tomorrow at training, the fee with York has been arranged – you’re worth £18k by the way”

“O.K. I’ll see you tomorrow”

“Oh and Nev…” Silvio said

“Yes”

“Big Brother is always watching you”

* Sound of phone being put down by Berlusconi. (Cut to close-up of Southall’s tash) The documentary has begun *

Note for readers – when the symbol * is used a talk-over guy is speaking. Just imagine it as if it is an actual T.V. documentary and hopefully it won’t get too confusing.

“The Don”

* On the plane journey over to Italy, Big Nev experienced a couple of problems. Unfortunately he weighed a little too much for the plane and so before he was allowed onto it he was ordered to spend some time in the gym (Cut to wide screen image of Big Nev running on a jogging machine. With his shirt off it looks as if his flab is rippling just like a gentle wave of the sea.) After he had shed a couple of pounds he was allowed back onto the plane, and the journey could be safely completed *

(Cut to scenes of Big Nev meeting the team at the training ground)

* Big Nev was introduced to the players of AC Milan at the next training session, however his new team-mates did not seem impressed with the Welsh ‘keeper. Even his impressive display of 92 Welsh caps could not change the players minds, but when Big Nev showed the team his impressive display of sweets they soon likened to him. Maybe it was because he shared them around with the players that they seemed to like him more, but whatever it was, Big Nev made sure that everybody got a crate of gummi bears, and everybody was happy. *

(Documentary now takes us into the centre of Milan, where Big Nev is enjoying a slap-up meal which includes Italy’s most famous food – the pizza)

“You know what Catherine, everyone seems to be perfect over here in Italy. The fans love me, the T.V. cameras show off my best features, and there’s plenty of food for me to enjoy. What could go wrong?”

“Well I don’t know love. I suppose that you could play rubbish for Milan in the matches, but that won’t happen, I’m sure of it”

* But how sure was Julia? She was about to find out though, as Big Nev started his first match for Milan – against the mighty Porto! *

(Cut to shot of Big Nev standing on the edge of the Milan penalty area. He is looking rather trim and fit in his no.1 shirt, but that’s only a comparison with what he looked like a couple of weeks ago, before his pound-losing exercise at the airport)

* Big Nev doesn’t have much to do in the first couple of minutes, and Milan even go ahead through Oliver Bierhoff’s header into the top corner in the 5th minute. Shevchenko adds a goal in the 35th minute to make it 2-0 at half-time, and the half time stats show that Nev has had to make a grand total of 2 saves. It’s going pretty well so far for the big lad from Wales, but what is in store for him in the second half? *

(Cut to shot of Milan dressing room)

* Berlusconi seemed very happy about the way his new signing was performing, in fact he came in to the dressing room to congratulate him *

“Ah Neville, you are a playing a very well for your new club. Please keepa uppa the good work.”

“O.K. Silvio, I will, but it will cost you.”

“Howa mucha?”

“a crate of doughnuts and swiss rolls”

“O.K., but don’t let in any goals in the second half”

(Cut to shots of Neville rolling around with the ball in his podgy hands)

* And Neville kept to his word, and Milan scored another as well, Shevchenko scoring his second of the match. It was a good start for Neville, but can he keep it up for the whole season? *

“The Don”

* The next match was a friendly against Northern Spirit, an Australian team. Big Nev had never been to Australia before, so he was very excited about the coming match… *

(Cut to shots of Big Nev and his wife packing for the trip to Australia)

“Ooh Catherine, we’ve never been to Australia have we?”

“No dear, I don’t think we have”

“What food do they have over there then?”

“I don’t really know. Probably the usual stuff and some sea food as well I except”

“sea food you say? What, sushi? Hahahahaha, I’m only joking, sushi is found in Britain, at least I know that”

“Whatever you say dear”

* And so the Milan team jetted off to Australia to play their 2 friendly matches. Neville was included in the team after his brilliant debut against Porto, and the team were looking forward to a pre-season victory…

The first half went well for Milan and Nev, as the rossoneri went ahead in the 41st minute, when Italian veteran Alessandro Costacurta scored with a shot from outside of the area. Neville only had 1 shot to contend with, when Northern Spirit got a free-kick, but he got down well to deflect the ball away. *

(Cut to shot of Neville stretching before the start of the second half)

* With Nev gradually getting fitter by the day, he had to keep up his exercises even while playing. Unfortunately while doing a calf stretch he slipped over and fell down, and needed 3 grown men on the pitch to lift him back up… *

(Cut to highlights of second half)

* Neville didn’t have any shots to save in the second half so he spent his time having a doze in the goalmouth. However the Northern Spirit ‘keeper had more to do, with a grand total of 17 shots raining in on his goal in the match. In fact Milan doubled their lead in the second half, and then doubled it again, making it 4-0. Bierhoff getting 2 goals, and Shevchenko also getting his name on the scoresheet. Other friendly results from around the world were…

Hibs 0-3 Barcelona (Luis Enrique, Reiziger & Petit [pen])

Montpellier 0-3 Juventus (Trezeguet, Zambrotta & Davids)

A good second match for Neville, and he was gaining a cult following amongst the Milan fans. Could he keep up the good form? *

(Cut to scenes of Neville and the Milan team at restaurant)

“You know what guys, since I’ve come to AC Milan I’ve been happy. The club has given me a chance to finish my career in this great city, and to finish my career with you. Great players. I would like to propose a toast to Silvio Berlusconi… TO SILVIO!”

“TO SILVIO” The players chimed in.

“Oh but Nev..” Paolo Maldini began to say “don’t be worried when we all move into your house, it’s just part of the documentary”

“Move into my house?!?!”

“Yes, thanks for a great evening, see you later!”

“Move into my house? Must have just been his faltering English. Oh well, nothing to worry about.”

* But Big Nev did not know the plans that Silvio Berlusconi had to turn this documentary into the biggest success in the history of Italian television, and he took to the field against Perth Glory with no worries in his mind…

The team played well, and won the match 2-0. Neville only had to make 2 saves, and he did so with ease, it seemed that his good form was continuing, as was Andri Shevchenko’s and Oliver Bierhoff’s, who both scored.

But the documentary has only just begun. There is still plenty of time for something to go wrong… *

(Cue Big Brother style music) BO!

“The Don”                       

* The Second leg of the Champions League qualifier against Porto was now here, and Southall started in goal yet again. Could he keep a 3rd clean sheet in a row? *

(Cut to first half highlights)

* The answer… was no. Porto totally overran Milan in the first half, and 2 well-deserved goals put them firmly back in with a chance of winning the round (Pizzi and Deco were the players to score). Fortunately for Neville Milan didn’t roll over and die, and in the 44th minute Andri Shevchenko continued his goalscoring form with an overhead kick to put Milan back in with a chance of winning the leg. Then in the 45th minute Italian veteran and legend, Paolo Maldini, scrambled the ball into the net to put the score at 2-2. *

(Cut to scenes in dressing room at half-time)

* Silvio Berlusconi and manager Simon Adams were not happy with Neville’s performance in the first half, and decided to take away Nev’s equivalent of half-time oranges – Chocolate Oranges.

Neville was not happy, and spoke his mind to the two evil bosses… *

“You can’t take away my choco oranges! They keep me going they do! How am I going to improve my performance in the second half without them?”

“Well you’ll just have to do without them. It wasn’t written into your contract that you could eat them at half time, so we’re allowed to do this.”

“Damn, I knew I should have looked at the contract before I signed it.”

(Cut to highlights of the second half)

* The second half went much more smoothly for Milan and Neville, and Milan got two more to win the match. Zvonimir Boban got the first one on the hour mark with a flying header, and Oliver Bierhoff got yet another goal 4 minutes later to wrap up the leg, and the round.  Milan went through 7-2 on aggregate. *

(Cut to the draw for the Champions League Phase 1 group)

* Big Nev has been invited to draw the teams for the Champions League, however all he really wants to know is who Milan will be playing, so he can find out what food he can eat... *

“Milan will play Kryvbass of the Ukraine. I wonder what food they have there. 

Monaco of France, oh they have snails there don’t they!

And… Real Madrid of Spain, oooohhh! Siestas!”

* And so it was confirmed. Big Nev would go to these different countries, and would get fatter by the day. *

BO!

“The Don” 

* Before any more matches could be played, Milan made their second signing of the pre-season, as Djalminha came in for a club record £11m fee from Deportivo.

Neville, remembering the crazy gang initiations from Wimbledon’s glory days, decided that a prank was in order. However his idea of raiding Djalminha’s bags for food did not go down very well with the other Milan players. Instead they agreed on a more subtle approach, setting fire to Djalminha’s training kit.

Neville had more important things to do with Djalminha, and pulled him aside to talk to him… *

“Djalminha, I know that this may come as a surprise to you, but you shouldn’t be worried when you move into my house. It’s all part of a documentary that chairman Silvio Berlusconi is filming you see, and it’s apparently the second phase of it.”

* Djalminha seemed confused when he heard this news. Perhaps it’s not surprising, as he can’t speak English! *

(Cut to highlights of Wales match against Belarus)

* Neville was called up to play for Wales for the match against Belarus, and was included in the first XI. Unfortunately for him and Wales they lost the match 1-0. Judge for yourself why this piece of play might have happened…

Volchok ran up to take the corner

Mazur beat the keeper to the ball (Surprise Surprise ;) )

Mazur scored! *

(Cut to Juventus press conference)

* Neville and Milan said goodbye to defensive midfielder Massimo Ambrosini the day after the international matches, moving to Juventus for £11.5m. Manager Simon Adams had this to say… *

“Massimo’s a good player, and there’s no doubt that he’ll develop into a good player given time. However he did not fit into my plans for the coming year, and with Fernando Redondo and Gennaro Gattuso ahead of him, it wasn’t likely he was going to get a game”

* Meanwhile Big Nev, who was at the conference, had this to say… *

“Yeah yeah I’ll miss the little fella. Have you seen any more of those cakes knocking around here? They’re good eating!”

* a week later the Real Madrid match in the champions league group round was upon the Milan team. The same team was kept from the last match against Porto, and the team lined up for the team photo before the match. Unfortunately not all players could fit into the team photo, as Nev took up so much space. It was therefore agreed that from now on Neville should have his photo taken separately from the rest of the team before C. League matches. *

(Cut to highlights of first half)

* The first half went very well for Milan, as they quickly established a lead in the form of Demetrio Albertini’s 3rd minute goal.

20 minutes later Milan added to their lead, Gennaro Gattuso hitting a spectacular volley in the top hand corner. 10 minutes later, and Albertini scored again, running past the Madrid defence to shoot past the outstretched hands of Iker Casillas. *

(Cut to highlights of second half)

* The second half went relatively badly for the Milan team, and it looked as though Real Madrid were going to get an equalising goal after they had quickly gained two through Raul and Ognjenovic. However Shevchenko was saving the best ‘til last, and stole the show with an amazing volley. It was an impressive European start for Milan and Nev, but they had more challenges to face in the form of Kryvbass and Monaco… *

“The Don” 

* Big Nev and Milan’s next match was against Reggina in the Second Round of the Italian Cup. This was the first time that Italian football fans had the chance to pass their eye over the new signing this season, with most of Milan’s other matches in pre-season being played abroad. Their was intense media coverage of the match, and here’s a snippet of the Italian Football Programme ‘Calcio Latest’… *

Gaetano: “So a chance to watch Neville Southall in action is finally here, and it’s in one of Italy’s most prominent cup competitions, the Italian Cup. How do you think he’s going to do against the firepower of Reggina’s two strikers – Paulo Costa and Erjon Bogdani? That question’s to you Trevorio”

Trevorio: “Well.. erm… I’m afraid I’m going to have to sit on the fence Gaetano. On the one hand Reggina’s two strikers are young and powerful, and are quite capable of scoring a couple of goals for themselves. But on the other hand Big Nev is definitely one of the best ‘keepers in Italy at the moment, and is strong and powerful himself. So, I don’t know, but it’s going to be a cracking match”

Gaetano: “Well you’ve heard what Trevorio has to say Alessandro, what’s your opinion?”

Alessandro: “Well, defence is obviously very important, obviously, and Milan are sloppy at the back. They’re just plain sloppy, so it’s going to be tough for Nev to keep his cool and composure for the full 90 minutes. However, as you know Gaetano, the Reggina strikers aren’t the best in the world, and they’re going to find it hard to beat the Welsh ‘keeper. It’s a tough one to call, but I’m going to go for Reggina in this match. Oh and one last thing… you can’t win anything with kids”

Gaetano: Thanks for that Alessandro. it’s all set up to be a brilliant match, join us later on for match highlights”

* Djalminha was also making his first start before the gathered Italian media, but nobody cared about him. *

(Cut to first half highlights)

* Milan started the match, and pretty soon were ahead through a Gennaro Gattuso volley. An impressive start, but just before half-time a key player, Andriy Shevchenko, went off injured with a potential shin injury. Not to worry, as impressive back-up Gianni Comandini made his first start of the season. *

(Cut to second half highlights)

* The second half went pretty much the same as the first half, with Fernando Redondo getting on the scoresheet in the 65th minute with a good strike. Neville still hadn’t had anything to do, with Reggina’s strikers having an off day or so it seemed.

The score remained at 2-0 until full-time, and Reggina could only muster 1 shot on goal in the whole match. It was unsurprisingly off target.

So a day off for Nev in a way, and Milan’s midfield duo secured a 2-0 lead to take into the second leg... *

“The Don”

* Before the second leg of the Italian Cup 2nd Round, there was the small matter of a Champions League clash against Ukranian side Kryvbass. Neville had never heard of this side, but luckily for him the football show ‘Calcio Latest’ had some information for Italian fans… *

Gaetano: “Milan today play little-known Ukranian side Kryvbass. Little is known of them, but you can be rest assured that it will be a cracking match”

* Well ok they didn’t have much information about them, but at least Big Nev isn’t alone about not knowing much. *

(Cut to first half highlights)

* Milan, without key players Andriy Shevchenko and Djalminha (Injured and ineligible respectively), reverted to very much a tried and tested team selection.

Unfortunately the Milan squad could not break down the Kryvbass defence during the first half, but did go close on a number of occasions. Zvonimir Boban’s free-kick which had to be cleared off of the line by a defender, was probably the most memorable. *

(Cut to second half highlights)

* Half-time saw two changes from Milan, as both Zvonimir Boban and Fernando Redondo had to go off with faltering stamina. Leonardo and Guly came on to replace the duo.

Straight away Leonardo caused an impact on the game, as he got on the scoresheet 7 minutes later with a fine volley.

Unfortunately for Milan Leonardo soon went off injured with a potential knee injury.

Luckily for Milan it didn’t stop them from winning the match, and they got two more goals before the end of the match. Bierhoff and Commandini sealing the 3 european points.

Yet again Big Nev had a day off, as the Milan defenders provided the perfect catenaccio (sp.?) to shut out the attackers. *

(Cut to Welsh National team press conference)

Mark Hughes: “I have now picked the squad for the coming matches against Norway and Poland. The team is…

GK: Mark Crossley, Paul Jones, Neville Southall

D: Mark Bowen, Chris Coleman, Mark Delaney, Matthew Jones, Darren Barnard, Paul Mardon, Robert Page, Rhys Weston, Adrian Williams

M: Robbie Savage, Simon Davies, Mark Pembridge, Gary Speed, Ceri Hughes, Andy Johnson, John Oster, John Robinson, Ryan Giggs

F: Nathan Blake, Andy Evans, Iwan Roberts, Dean Saunders, Gareth Taylor.”

* So another international call-up for Big Nev. Could he keep out the international strikers this time? *

“The Don”

* Well there was no time to worry about ‘international strikers’ right now, as Reggina came to Milan to play the Second Round Second Leg of the Italian Cup. The Italian football show ‘Calcio Latest’ had this to say about the coming match… *

(Cut to clip of ‘Calcio Latest’)

Gaetano: “Guys, I’d just like to talk about today’s Second Round Second Leg match between Milan and Reggina. Milan have an impressive 2-0 lead from the first leg, but is this enough to ensure that they go through?”

Alessandro: “Well Gateano, as I said before the first leg, Milan’s defence are extremely sloppy, and it is this that will ultimately prove their undoing. Big Nev in goal? They haven’t got a chance I tell ye! It’s a Reggina win that I’m going for.”

Gaetano: “Strong words there from Alessandro. Trevorio, what’s your opinion?!”

Trevorio: “As we saw in the first leg of this second round match, Milan are powerful going forward. However with injuries to Andriy Shevchenko, Leonardo and Fernando Redondo, it’s not going to be an easy match for them. Meanwhile Reggina have a full squad to choose from, and it could be this advantage that sways the outcome of the match.”

Gaetano: Thanks guys. Yet again it looks like turning out to be a brilliant afternoon of football, and our friends over on Ceefax will keep you updated.”

* With Shevchenko still out injured Gianni Comandini kept his place in the starting XI. Young Spanish international Jose Mari was back from Olympic duty in Australia, so he got to sit on the bench where Leonardo would normally be. A bit of reorganisation in midfield allowed Djalminha to come back in to the squad, after sitting out the previous week’s European tie. Gennaro Gattuso filed Fernando Redondo’s Defensive midfield spot. *

(Cut to first half highlights)

* Milan added to their aggregate lead in the second minute of the match. Legendary Italian defender Paolo Maldini was the scorer, hitting he ball high into the net after some nice work in midfield from Gattuso. This goal almost certainly put the round beyond Reggina, but Milan continued to press forward as the half continued. Unfortunately for Milan they could not break down the Reggina defence again, although they did close on numerous occasions. Djalminha and Maldini having most of the shots. *

(Cut to second half highlights)

* Milan could not add any further goals to their lead in the second half, however they still created many chances. There was also some controversy during the second half as well, as 2 minutes after the restart Comandini was brought down in the area by a Reggina defender. The television replays showed that it was a blatant penalty (Cut to slow motion replays of penalty claim), but the referee did not seem to think so, and allowed the match to continue.

Other news in the second half was Reggina’s first and only shot of the match, which Big Nev duly saved. *

(Cut to Italian Cup draw)

* AC Milan were then put into the draw for the Italian Cup quarter final, along with teams such as Parma, Lazio and Roma. Manager Simon Adams, who wanted to keep a close eye on Neville’s diet, invited big Nev along to the draw. Milan’s name was out of the hat second and were told that they would play either… Fiorentina or Juventus! *

“The Don”  

* It was now time fore Milan to say farewell to the pre-season spell, but before they could they had another European match to play. It was against France’s Monaco, but unfortunately for Big Nev it was a home match, so he would not be able to try out some more exotic foods.

Yet again Djalminha had to be dropped from the first team as he was ineligible. Other notable absentees were Serginho and Jose Chamot, who were both away on international duty.

With Djalminha unable to play, Spanish striker Jose Mari gained his first appearance of the year, as he filled in at Centre Midfield. 

Here’s what ‘Calcio Latest’ had to say… *

(Cut to clip of ‘Calcio Latest’)

Gaetano: “Another European match for Milan throws up an encounter with Monaco. How do you see the game going tonight Alessandro?”

Alessandro: “Well as we all know, Monaco are a very impressive club side, and they are in with a great chance of qualifying from this group. However I can’t see them breaking down the scrooge-like defence of Milan, and so I can only envision the score to be a draw or a Milan win.”

Gaetano: “Yes, and as I’m sure we’re all aware of, if Milan were to win today it would be their 8th win on the trot. That’s a very impressive run, how do you see it going Trevorio?”

Trevorio: “Well I’m afraid I’m not to sure. While Milan have a very good defence, Monaco have a very good attack. And while Monaco have a very good defence, Milan have a very good attack as well. It’s going to be a very tight match, but if you’re pushing me for an answer I’d have to go for Milan in this match.”

Gaetano: “Thanks guys. Well you’ve heard what the ‘experts’ have to say, but what do you think will happen? Highlights coming up…”

(Cut to first half highlights)

* Milan got underway and on the scoresheet as early as the 8th minute. Gianni Comandini was the player to get the first goal, and it came as early as the 8th minute, as he shot the ball straight into the top corner of the net. There were no more goals during the first half, so it’s straight to the second half action… *

(Cut to Second half highlights)

* 3 minutes after the second half began, scorer Gianni Comandini was taken off for Guly. Quickly after this Milan got their second of the match, as Demetrio Albertini powered the ball into the goal. Milan’s 3rd and last goal was scored by substitute Guly, who headed into the goal. Another day off for Nev, saving 1 shot throughout the whole 90 minutes. And it was another 3 points for Milan’s euro quest… 

Next time it’s the beginning of the season, and Milan and Nev take on Vicenza. *

“The Don”

* Nev is getting ready for the first match of the season, and is in his hotel room with his wife Catherine. The talk is about Milan, and their match against Vicenza… *

“Love I appreciate you coming along to see me play, but when you’re there I get very nervous”

“Why’s that then dear?”

“Well with you sitting in the stands I feel like I have to do my best, and to be honest, I’m used to playing crap!”

“But Neville, silly Neville, I want to come and see you play! And you know what? You can’t stop me!”

“Bugger”

* After losing this argument Big Nev decides that the television should be switched on, as he wants to check out what the football pundits think will happen… *

Gaetano: “Well yet another Milan match, but this time we promise that it’s worth watching. Because folks, this is what you’ve all been waiting for, it’s the first day of the season!

Milan, as we know, will be entertaining Vicenza, who only last year won their ticket into the premier division of Italian football. They’ve sure got a tough match on their hands, especially with Milan’s unbeaten streak still intact. How do you see the match going Trevorio?”

Trevorio: “The only thing that I can see happening in this match is that there will be goals galore, I mean with players like Andriy Shevchenko and Pasquale Luiso on the pitch, there’s bound to be! However as we know, Milan have got a very tight defence, and I envisage that that is going to be the way the back four will play today. Veterans such as Paolo Maldini and Alessandro Costacurta know that there is no time for bravado tactics in this match. Vicenza have got a well-rounded team, but they don’t really have the ability to beat Milan today.”

Gaetano: “OK Trevorio, thanks for that. Alessandro, how about you? How do you think the match will go?”

Alessandro: “Like I’ve said all pre-season, defence is the key to a winning team. That’s what Milan have got going for them, and I don’t think the Vicenza forwards will be able to break it down.”

Gaetano: Thanks guys. Hopefully we’ll see you at home at around 10:30 tonight, when we will be showing full highlights of all of the matches being played in Italy today.”

* Luckily for Milan they had no real injury problems left over from the previous weeks match, and lined up unchanged *

(Cut to first half highlights)

* The first half didn’t quite go the way the pundits had expected though. True, Milan had had many chances, but they missed them all. In the 10th minute they were gifted their best chance of the match, when Bierhoff was fouled in the area by defender Adami. Oliver Bierhoff stepped up to take the penalty…and MISSED!

After that Milan had chance upon chance, but could not get the ball past Vicenza goalie Saul Santarelli. 

22nd minute, and with a Vicenza attack thwarted, Neville had a chance to show what he could do, by throwing the ball straight to a Vicenza forward. Pasquale Luiso didn’t waste any time, and slotted the ball past the beached whale form of Nev. 

Vicenza held onto their lead until half-time, and it was they who went off of the San Siro turf happiest. *

(Cut to second half highlights)

* In the second half Milan improved their game considerably, and created many more matches than they had in the first half. Oliver Bierhoff even had a chance to redeem himself, as he won his second penalty of the match, defender Adami was again the guilty party, clattering Oliver in the area. Bierhoff stepped up to take the spot kick…and SCORED!

On the hour mark Milan finally got the second goal that they deserved, as star player Zvonimir Boban scored with a corker of a shot from 25 yards out! Vicenza couldn’t get an equalising goal in the 30 minutes left of the match, and so Milan got a vital 3 points for their bid for the title…*

“The Don”

- The update that you are about to read is a complete and utter copy of the show ‘Big Brother’. I take no responsibility for any laughing fits/coughing fits or “my trousers don’t fit! Help me, help me!” That you might have while reading this. Have fun!

* The next morning when Nev woke up, there was a big surprise awaiting for him. While Neville had been sleeping during the night, the Milan players had broken into his house along with the documentary crew, and had settled down to sleep in some of the many rooms the house possessed. Big Nev had already been told that this would happen by his team-mate Paolo Maldini… *

(Cut to clip from previous documentary)

“Oh but Nev..” Paolo Maldini began to say “don’t be worried when we all move into your house, it’s just part of the documentary”

“Move into my house?!?!”

“Yes, thanks for a great evening, see you later!”

“Move into my house? Must have just been his faltering English. Oh well, nothing to worry about.”

* As you can make out from that clip, Big Nev did not take his comments seriously, and had no idea that it would actually occur. But it was now evident that he was wrong… *

(Cut to scenes of a women standing inside a bunker-like building)

“Hello my name is Davina, and I will be your guide for the next 10 weeks. This is the start of the greatest T.V experiment in history. What do we call it? We call it…Big Neville House!”

(Cut to image of Big Nev’s house)

“Inside that house are 21 of the world’s greatest players. They are, in no particular order…

(Note - * means that they played in the last match)

Christian Abbiati

* Neville Southall (Of course)

Jose Chamot

* Alessandro Costacurta

Luigi Sala

Guly

* Thomas Helveg

Francesco Coco

* Paolo Maldini

* Serginho

Roque Junior

* Gennaro Gattuso

Fernando Redondo (Taking time out in the physio room [Nev’s old ‘snack room’])

* Demetrio Albertini

Federico Giunti

Leonardo

* Zvonimir Boban

* Jose Mari

Andriy Shevchenko

* Oliver Bierhoff

* Gianni Comandini

These players are now owned partly by you, our avid viewers, and you will be given the chance to help pick the team. Every week before a match you will be able to drop a player, and then bring another player into the fold. Obviously you’ll need some help to make this tricky decision, so we’ve got onto our stat buddies over at ‘Calcio Latest’, and they’ve come up with this list for you…”

* How successful will Big Neville House be? Only time will tell…*

“The Don”

O.K. Guys you’ve heard what you have to do. Choose one person to drop from the team, and bring in another player. I will hold you responsible if my team loses though ;) 

BTW our next match is against Bolgna…

(We see Davina back in her bunker, just about to announce the results of the voting…)

“Throughout the week votes have literally been flooding in, in fact we had to get somebody in to get rid of all the excess water, but that’s a different story. However before we announce how the voting went, we have to check up on how the players got on in their first week in ‘Big Neville House’…”

(Cut to clips from the show ‘Big Neville House’)

* During the week the Milan players have been getting to know each other a little better, and the first case of this was when they all sat in the living room and talked about what they had done in their lives… *

Paolo Maldini: “Well where shall I start? I’ve got many scudetto championship medals, I’ve got runners-up medals from Euro 2000 and World Cup ’94, and I’ve been named as ‘The best left-back in the world.”

Guly: “ Well I’ve been to school with Prince Edward, I have, I really have!”

Gennaro Gattuso: “But you’re not English! Your Argentinian! And you’re trying to tell me that you went to school with Prince Edward?!? You’re a dirty rotten liar!”

Guly: “No I’m not!”

Gattuso: “Yes you are!”

Guly: “Am not!”

Gattuso: “You are, times infinity!”

Guly: “Damn, you got me there!”

* The next day the players found the materials for their first task in Big Neville House. They made the discovery in Big Nevs Old Snack Room… *

(Cut to clip of Milan players in a huddle in Nevs Snack room)

Paolo Maldini: It says here that we are each to make a football shaped out of clay… Here is all the equipment that you need…”

* Unfortunately for the soccer stars they had to go to training now, but when they came back they set down to work on their clay footballs… *

(Cut to clip of players shaping their clay on potter wheels)

* Maldini, who had taken it upon himself to become team captain, was inspecting their creations. It was evident that there was to be no slacking allowed in this troupe of players… *

“Boban that’s very good, I particularly like the different textures that you’ve used. Andriy, that’s superb, that is just superb. Neville… erm Neville that’s very good, but why did you make a clay model of a sheep?!?”

(Cut to clip of living room, where the Milan players are putting prints on the wall)

* The next day the joker of the pack, Francesco Coco, decided that it would be a good laugh if they ‘decorated’ the walls of the living room with some clay. He decided to untie his shoes, and then to print them on the wall by covering them with clay. This was reminiscent to the English version of the show, where they stripped off naked and printed their bodies on the wall. 

Francesco Coco managed to convince 19 of the 21 players tot take part in this activity, with only Paolo Maldini and Andriy Shevchenko not getting involved. Instead they sat on chairs in the garden and looked on ‘disgusted’ at what they saw in front of them… *

(Cut to clip of the judgement of their clay footballs)

* On the last day of their first week in Big Neville House their clay footballs were judged. However it was not a big success, as they failed their task, with only Paolo Maldini and Andriy Shevchenko actually making anything resembling a sphere, let alone a football. As such they failed their weekly task, and they lost £20,000 from next week’s wages… *

Davina: “Yes that’s how the first week went in Big Neville House, and now it is time to announce the results of your voting. The team change this week will be… Luigi Sala for Oliver Bierhoff!!!”

“The Don”

Calcio Latest

Gaetano: “Hello and welcome once again to Calcio Latest. Over the past week the whole of Italy have been enthralled by the actions of the Milan team by watching the latest hit show, Big Neville House. We don’t care much for T.V. around here at Calcio Latest, but we do care about our football, and that’s what we’ve got for you today. First of we’re going to talk about Milan, who today are playing against Bologna. Trevorio, your views on this match please…”

Trevorio: “Well Bologna are a very good side, although you wouldn’t think it by their standing in the Serie A table. They’ve got some very good players in their squad, just take a look at Gianluca Pagliuca and Pierre Wome, and they’ve got many more. I think that this one’s going to be a Bologna win personally, as the decisions made in the ‘Big Neville House vote’ were not the best were they?”

Gaetano: “No they certainly were not. Luigi Sala for Oliver Bierhoff, what do you think of that change Alessandro?”

Alessandro: “That’s a silly move by the general public, but if that’s what they want to see, then I suppose that’s what they are going to get…”

Gaetano: “Yes, I suppose so… Join us later on for match highlights.

“The Don”

* Before the match against Bologna Big Nev had 2 international matches to compete in. The first of these was against Norway, in a World Cup qualifying game. Unfortunately he didn’t do well at all, and Wales slumped to a 2-1 defeat, veteran Dean Saunders getting their consolation goal. Some other players played in international matches as well, we hope that they did well, but really we don’t give a sh1t.

The next match was even worse for Neville, as Wales lost 3-1 to Poland. He got a magnificent 5 rating. Apparently Italy won 6-1 against Georgia with some Milan players involved, we here at Big Nev TV say “So what!” *

* At last the match was here, and Sala was making his first start of the season thanks to the fans. Serginho was out injured, so Francesco Coco came in at left-back… *

(Cut to highlights of first half)

* The first half did not go at all well for the Milan squad, and they quickly went behind when Lima scored with a well hit shot. Big Nev didn’t stand a chance, as the ball went over his head, which he could not reach being so fat and all. What followed was a very boring first half, with the only bright spot being a penalty appeal from Bologna, which was luckily turned down… *

(Cut to highlights of second half)

* The second half was absolutely brilliant football from AC Milan, and they battled hard to get the 2 goals they needed to go ahead. And do you know what? They did!! Jose Mari got the first goal for Milan, in the 50th minute, bending the ball into the goal from long range. It was a nice goal to look at, and here are two replays for you…

7 minutes later and Milan got the goal they so badly wanted, as Zvonimir Boban scored to put them in front. No further goals were scored in the second half, and it was a happy Milan team that made their way home to Big Neville House… *

(Note - * means that they played in the last match – I means the player is injured)

Christian Abbiati

* Neville Southall (Of course)

Jose Chamot

* Alessandro Costacurta

* Luigi Sala

Guly

* Thomas Helveg

* Francesco Coco

* Paolo Maldini

Serginho - I

Roque Junior

* Gennaro Gattuso

Fernando Redondo 

* Demetrio Albertini

Federico Giunti

Leonardo

* Zvonimir Boban

* Jose Mari

Andriy Shevchenko

Oliver Bierhoff

· Gianni Comandini

YES! We need your help again to decide who should be dropped, and who should be recalled.

Suggestions now for the match against…Monaco!

“The Don”

